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Houston Students Celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi with

Traditional Nimarjanam Ceremony

Tholi akshram Houston - Texas, September13: A
vibrant display of Indian culture and devotion
graced Houston as a group of Indian students cel-
ebrated Ganesh Chaturthi, culminating in the tra-

ditional Nimarjanam (immersion) ceremony :
today.The ceremony, held at a local community

center, was organized by students Shivakiran, |
Jayanth, and Saikumar, who have been actively
involved in promoting Indian cultural festivities
within the Houston community. Ganesh Chaturthi,
a festival dedicated to Lord Ganesha, is a signifi-
cant occasion in Hindu tradition, marking the birth-
day of the elephant-headed deity revered as the
remover of obstacles and the patron of arts and
sciences.The celebration began with the installa-
tion of a beautifully crafted Ganesh idol. The stu-

ceremony is a beautiful reminder
of the cyclical nature of life and
the importance of community
spirit. We are grateful for the
| enthusiasm and participation of
everyone who made this event a
success,said Jayanth.The event
\ll was well-received by attendees,
who appreciated the effort put
into organizing a traditional cele-
bration far from home. Saikumar
noted%, The support and
involvement from the community
have been overwhelming.
1t%p%s heartwarming to see
|7~ people from diverse back-

0000 0

dents and community members gathered to offer
prayers, perform traditional dances, and partake
in a feast. The highlight of the event was the
Nimarjanam ceremony, where the idol was
immersed in water, symbolizing the deity’s return
to his heavenly abode. This ritual is a poignant
moment of devotion and closure for the festival,
signifying both an end and a promise of renew-
al.Shivakiran, one of the organizers, expressed

0000 0.

o AR,
his gratitude for the support of the local communi-
ty and the opportunity to share this cherished tra-
dition’. Celebrating Ganesh Chaturthi here in
Houston allows us to connect with our roots and
share our rich cultural heritage with the wider
community, he said.Jayanth and Saikumar also
highlighted the importance of maintaining cultural
practices in a globalized world%. The immersion

00060 0

ggrounds coming together to
— appreciate and respect our tradi-
tions. As the Ganesh Chaturthi festivities con-
clude, the sense of unity and cultural pride
remains strong among Houston,s Indian student
community, reflecting the enduring spirit of the
festival and its significance across the
globe.Jayanth Rao, Saikumar, Shivakiran,
Prasanth, Roshan, Vishal, Vivek, ShivaPrasad.
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